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hyperboles; they called Greece and Rome to their
aid and compared him to Julius Caesar and Alex-
ander the Great and Pyrrhus; no flattery was too
much. He entered his capital at about six o'clock
on the morning of i3th November, and was
received by the Due de Gesvres and the aldermen
in great state. Taking his place in a huge coach,
Louis XV drove slowly through the Tuileries
followed by the applause of a crowd delirious
with enthusiasm. A solemn mass was sung the
next day at Notre Dame, and the royal family
attended, surrounded by a multitude of nobles and
courtiers. The monarch, arriving early, sat in the
choir and waited a few moments for the queen;
she joined him a little after, dressed in gold-
embroidered robes, the princesses being in white
with magnificent diamonds.

Symphony and song accompanied the liturgy,
filling the nave; the best musicians rivalled one
another in talent and virtuosity, and nothing was
wanting that might enhance the splendour of the
festivals of thanksgiving. On his return to the
Tuileries Louis dined at his small table; d'Argenson
remarks: "The assembly at the Tuileries seemed
fine to me; an assembly of the greatest men, and
more especially of the greatest ladies, of the Court
in the Tuileries' Gallery to see the king's triumphant
return as victor in his first campaign." At the
same time Marie Leczinska gave a concert in her
rooms where she had invited her friends and
ladies of honour. Meanwhile the town of Paris,
desirous of a display of pomp worthy of its wealth